link, a topic 3 that I exuberantly described as ". . . a colourful story replete with debate, stratagem, strife and disaster . . . a vivid illustration of the interface between law, commerce, politics and economic philosophy."
4 Nearly a quarter of a century later I found myself again contemplating 'the problem of the genuine link', first in preparing a study on 'the role of the genuine link' for a meeting of several United Nations organizations and, more recently, to some degree, in various publications related to the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 5 (MLC, 2006). It seems fitting, therefore, that this essay which revisits, perhaps for the last time on my part, the question of the genuine link, begin, as I did when writing that first paper in 1984, with an acknowledgment and an expression of deepest gratitude to Edgar Gold for his support and friendship over nearly three decades.
Defining the 'Genuine Link' -The Recurring Preoccupation
In 1958 the first United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS I), held in Geneva, adopted, inter alia, the Convention on the High Seas, a Convention that described itself as "Desiring to codify the rules of international law relating to the high seas." 6 Articles 4 and 5 of that Convention provided:
Article 4
Every State, whether coastal or not, has the right to sail ships under its flag on the high seas.
Article 5
1. Each State shall fix the conditions for the grant of its nationality to ships, for the registration of ships in it territory and for the right to fly its flag. 
